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practical work in preparation for the Third Congress. A very important
part in this campaign for the convocation of the Third Congress was played
by the Transcaucasian section of the Bolsheviks led by Stalin* who in January
1904, had escaped from exile in Siberia.

Overcoming all difficulties^ Lenin organized a Bolshevik publishing house.
He considered it particularly important to start a newspaper; and in a letter
to the Bolsheviks in Russia he wrote: "Everything depends on this organ.5*
Lenin succeeded in achieving this object. At the end of December 19043
the first number of the newspaper Vpetyod (Forward)* edited by Lenin3
appeared. The Bolshevik Vperyo d spoke in the language of the old3 Leninist^
Iskra. Delighted with the appearance of the paper^ Lenin wrote to Ms
comrades in Russia: "The entire majority is exultant and cheerful as never
before. At last we have squashed this putrid squabbling., and we shall work
unitedly with everybody who wants to work and not merely create a shindy !
. . . Hurrah ! Don't lose heart; we are all picking up again now3 and we
shall recover."*

The period of the Second Congress was one of the most important and
decisive in the history of the Bolshevik Party. Referring to the services
which Lenin rendered in that period Stalin says:

"It was an immense service that Lenin rendered the Russian proletariat
and its Party by exposing the utter danger of the Mensheviks5 fiplan' of
organization at a time when this *pian' was still in the germ* when even its
authors perceived its outlines with difficulty^ and3 having exposed it, opening
a furious attack on the license of the Mensheviks in matters of organization
and concentrating the whole attention of the militants on this question.
For the very existence of the Party was at stake; it was a matter of life or
death for the Party."**

Lenin welded the Party together and emerged victorious from the
straggle. The victory of Lenin's plan "laid the foundation of that firmly
welded and steeled Communist Party of which there is no equal in the
world."***

Years had been spent in a stem and persistent struggle for the Party
against the "Economists" and Mensheviks. In the forge of this straggle
Lenin hammered out the theoretical and organizational principles of the
Bolshevik Party and reared its cadres. Lenin and the Party passed through
a period of acute crisis. Lenin once said: "Every crisis breaks some and
steels others." This crisis steeled the Bolsheviks.

Ahead lay new difficulties^ new trials and new straggles. The year
1905 stood on the threshold.

IN JANUARY 1905, REVOLUTION BROKE our IN RUSSIA.

Lenin foresaw the approach of the revolutionary storm long before the
events in St. Petersburg. As early as 1904, on the outbreak of the Russo-
Japanese war, he said that this war would expose the rottenness of the tsarist
autocracy undermine its power, and hasten on the revolution. He was of
the opinion that the defeat of tie tsarist government in this predatory war

* Lenin, Collected Works, Russ. ed., Vol XXVffl, pp. 389 and 398.
** Stalin On Lenin, Eng. ed^ p. is.
*** Ibid* p. 13.